
 
 
Message from the Management Team 
 
2019 has seen several exciting changes occur within OPBG. A Predator Free Peninsula is the keystone to the 
Predator Free Dunedin (PFD) PF2050 project, as a defendable landscape with areas of outstanding biological, 
cultural and recreational values. Being a delivery partner for PFD has boosted OPBG to enable us take our possum 
eradication work to the next level and will lead into other pest eradication work over the next few years. This 
exciting new phase will involve  a combination of OPBG staff, external contractors and researchers to help us along 
the way but most importantly the project’s success is the ongoing support from the Peninsula’s landowners and 
community members.  
We have seen staff move on to new adventures and challenges and new team members join OPBG with Nathan 
returning to the south to be our manager and Marcia working with the Guardians groups, along with our dedicated 
Ops Manager Bruce. They will be joined by our new Peninsula Volunteer Coordinator Mike starting in the New Year.  
 
Introducing Mike Stuart 

 
 
OPBG would like to introduce Mike Stuart, new OPBG Peninsula 
Coordinator. Mike has been a resident at Harwood for the past 16 years 
and has worked as a gardener on the Peninsula and Dunedin city for the 
past ten years. After completing his education in botany, zoology, 
ecology and marine science at Otago University, Mike spent two years 
at the Department of Conservation managing the eradication of an 
introduced seaweed at Stewart Island.  This was followed by nine years 
working as an environmental consultant primarily on marine biosecurity 
and pest management.  Mike is excited at the opportunity of engaging 
with the Peninsula community and supporting volunteer activities 
toward reaching the OPBG goals of eradicating possums and a Predator 
Free Peninsula.  
 
 

 
PFD Update      
 
The partnership with Predator Free 2050 is gathering pace with 2 new positions being filled for the Urban Linkage 
project, who together with the Halo Project across the Harbour and the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group make 
up the delivery partners for Predator Free Dunedin. We have moved into our very own office space in the old 
Verger’s Cottage in Harrop St, which has been made available for the delivery partners. You can find the latest news 
update from PFD by following this link: 
 
https://www.predatorfreedunedin.org/news/2019/12/4/december-update-from-scott-maclean 
 
The Annual report 2019 for PF2050 is available: 
https://mailchi.mp/2a0c24d5920f/predator-free-2050-limited-annual-report-2019?e=fb0f416f10 
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You can also find an update on the latest technologies being developed in the annual report from Zero 
Invasive Predators: 
https://zip.org.nz/annual-reports 
 
A Decade of Bird Monitoring 
 
The months of September, October and November certainly threw us a very mixed bag of weather for the bird 
monitoring. But despite the challenges everyone did a stellar job of completing their eight counts for the 2019 
season.  With this season complete we’ve got a whole decade of data collected, what an amazing achievement! A 
big thank you to all the volunteers who put in the hours walking the transects, you’ve all done an excellent job. 
We were fortunate enough to have a lot of new faces this year, so many in fact that we created a new transect in 
Harwood. And others have 
stepped up to fill in the gaps by 
volunteers who are taking a well-
deserved break. 
We celebrated the end of season 
with an afternoon tea at Moira 
and John’s beautiful property. A 
few hardy souls decided to make 
the most of a break in the rain to 
head to the top of the hill. I 
believe they had a nice view 
before the heavens opened up 
on them. Now let’s all take it easy 
for the next nine months and 
hope we haven’t forgotten 
everything by the time the 2020 
season begins! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Brenda Cameron, who lives in Portobello sent us this story of her close encounter: 
 
Wood Pigeon Window Woes: 
 
A loud thump one morning recently had me checking around outside only to discover a wood pigeon sitting 
somewhat dazed on my balcony. I do have the reflective stickers on my  windows but unfortunately it attempted 
to  fly between them.   
I picked it up and put it on one of the seats but was afraid it might fly off into the balcony glass so  I picked it up 
again to put it on the balcony rail.  It had a firm grip on my left  fingers but also a piercingly tight grip on my right 
wrist – ouch!!  After some minutes of attempting to loosen its grip on me I finally got it to perch on the rail where 
it sat quietly while I stroked its beautiful feathers.  Then whoosh, in flew ‘One Eye’ and perched just two metres 
away on the railing beside us.  Ok, so this must be his current chick who has not yet learned the danger of suburban 
glass.  These birds are stunningly beautiful up close and I felt rather privileged to have the adult land so near.  Some 
minutes later the chick attempted to fly off but after a few wing beats commenced to tumble through the kowhai 
foliage and landed on the grass below.  One Eye immediately flew down and began pecking at the chick’s breast as 
if to say      “get off the ground you silly child it’s dangerous down here”.    The obviously confused and scared chick 
scuttled into the thick ground-cover (and out of my reach) while One Eye perched in the tree above.  He later moved 
to different trees as the chick must have been moving further through the undergrowth.     
As I had appointments in town I had to leave and 
just hope the bird recovered. 
That evening I felt compelled to check if it was still 
around so I crawled through the thick scrub and 
branches to find it sitting under a bush.  I called 
on neighbour Jake for assistance and he was able 
to wrap his hands around it before it realised 
what was happening.   I prepared a crate and Jake 
put the pigeon in and we covered the top with 
netting so it was nice and secure.  I put in some 
lucerne twigs and a bowl of water  which caused 
a bit of a panicky flapping, put the crate in the 
back porch in the fresh air and left the bird to 
settle down.   I phoned DOC as they are the 
contact point for the local Wildlife  Hospital and 
after explaining the situation they connected me 
with the hospital who asked me to bring the bird 
in next morning if it was still alive.  I moved it into the warmth of the laundry for the night and crossed my fingers.  
I was delighted next morning to find it bright eyed, the lucerne nibbled, the water less and a number of pigeon 

poops evident - all positives so far, so 
off we went to the Wildlife Hospital 
where lovely nurse Emily took 
control.  She said it was a fine looking 
bird and felt a good weight but 
depending on the injuries could be in 
care for up to 2 months.  When I 
asked, she assured me that it would 
very likely be returned here when the 
time came for release.    
 It has been 10 days and I have only 
just tonight heard that it is still alive 
and healing in hospital, along with 13 
other Kereru.   
One Eye is around every day 
and  I wonder if he thinks about his 
chick and what his reaction will be 
when/if it comes back home.   
  

 



Guardians News with Marcia    
 
TrapNZ arrives in Sector 5 
Possum trapping in Sector 5 is moving into the digital age with an online trapping tool called TrapNZ. The program 
allows all members of the group to see where their traps are and get an idea of how they fit into the overall trapping 
network. Active trappers can enter all their catch details straight into the program, and have the satisfaction of 
seeing the overall tally grow with each catch. And just as importantly, trappers can enter that they have checked a 
trap but haven’t caught anything. As we get closer to eradication of all possums the nil catches tell us just as much 
as the places where we’re still catching.  
By having all of the traps on a map it helps us see where the gaps in coverage are. At this point in time we haven’t 
yet moved into Musselburgh Rise yet. This area is also known as Puketahi or Puketai, meaning “first hill”. This is the 
starting point of the Peninsula and one of the potential invasion points of new possums. The start of 2020 will 
hopefully see homeowners coming on board and hosting a trap in their Musselburgh backyards.  
 

Screenshot of the TrapNZ  program in Sector 5. 
 
The Guardians in Sector 5 have been busily testing out the new program and plans are afoot to roll it out throughout 
the rest of the Peninsula. And it’s not just traps that can be mapped, bait stations, chew cards and other monitoring 
tools can also be added to the overall picture. There are a lot of cool functions that members can have a play around 
with - even if they’re only the slightest bit tech savvy! The reporting function can produce maps such as the one 
pictured showing the number of catches per trap. These heat maps greatly assist in making the possum hotspots 
extremely easy to identify. 

 



 
 Heat map showing catches per trap 
 
With the eradication plan underway it’s an ideal time to start using these community driven mapping tools. All of 
our active trappers are able to participate in the data entry and see the progress being made in real time. If you’d 
like to check it out head to www.trap.nz/find-projects, search for OPBG Guardians and then click on the “Request 
to join project” button. 
 
Health & Safety  
 
Be SunSmart and prepared for all weather 
As I write this it is feeling pretty wintery but even in these condition over the summer period it is important to be 
SunSmart as the ultraviolet (UV) radiation levels are still elevated. We get some of the highest levels of UV radiation 
in New Zealand which can cause skin and eye damage. For more information visit how to protect yourself go to: 
https://www.sunsmart.org.nz/ 
As well as slip slop slapping while out doing bird surveys or checking the traps or simply taking a walk it is important 
to be prepared for the changeable weather conditions we experience. Remaining hydrated is import year-round, 
carry water and snacks as well as wearing appropriate clothing and footwear and protective equipment depending 
on the job.  
 
“Get Home Safe”  
  
OPBG has been testing the Get Home Safe (GHS) app as part of our H&S systems for lone 
workers. Our core team and volunteers will be adopting the system in the new year for 
use when we are in the field as part of our possum eradication work or other activities 
such as track maintenance or species monitoring. GHS was developed in Otago and is a 
world class lone worker safety app used since 2013. We are using it through our mobile 
phones but it can be integrated with other safety devices too. It is a simple app to use 
and it makes a great safety tool alongside our traditional buddy system or personal 
locator beacons. For more information visit: https://www.gethomesafe.com 

 



We would like to thank “GetHomeSafe” for becoming our partner in helping us to keep our field personnel safe 
and want to acknowledge the generous 100% discount offered by GHS by becoming their Brand Ambassador. 
Please visit their website to learn more about GHS. 
 
Donations 
Another big thank you needs to go to Ryder Environmental Consultants, who have supported us in the 
past either by sponsoring a page in our calendars or with a donation. This year again we have received a 
gift of $500, which is very much appreciated.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NZ Geographic Article 
Stuck for Christmas ideas? How about this month’s edition of NZ Geographic? The magazine 
contains a fantastic write up of our project in relation to the five pilot projects of Predator 
Free 2050. Not only that, but it also features our very own angel in the centrefold, Bruce Kyle 
and the gorgeous looking Varley’s Hill. Well worth a read! 
 
https://www.nzgeo.com/stories/making-
birds/?fbclid=IwAR2ZDAh4mm1cTXTZRTZtU8i-
qufxLp9nLOfW6Ghu_RsxB0MW1yYueg4SCV4 
 
We would like to extend a Big Thank You to our hardworking volunteers, who are 
instrumental in the success of this project and wish everybody a wonderful festive 
season and a good start to the New Year 2020! 
 
 

For those of you walking or working in the more remote areas of the Peninsula, we would very much 
welcome it if you could keep your eyes open for any possum signs or even be prepared to set a line of 
chew cards. With possum numbers down in a lot of places, the last remaining ones are getting more 
elusive and harder to detect and even catch. So we are ever more reliant on help from the community. 
If you think you could help please let us know: volunteers@opbg.nz or info@opbg.nz  
Could you also please let us know if you have unwanted traps sitting at home, that you would like us 
to pick up.  
 

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A TRUSTEE? – PLEASE CONTACT US! WE 
WOULD LIKE TO INVITE ANYONE INTERESTED TO COME AND HAVE A CLOSER 

LOOK 
Please contact Marita at: secretary@opbg.nz 

 
 

Remember to Report-A-Peninsula-Possum – 
 

possums@opbg.nz 

Cumulative Grand Total (30/11/2019) = 18,824 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


